ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

improve domestic stock by selected breeding.
It was a well-known custom in ancient Greece
to have sickly or deformed children exposed to
death, in order that by thus eliminating the
weak the mental and physical qualities of
society as a whole might be strengthened. It
was the dream of Plato in his Republic, as it
is of some writers even to-day, that a selection
of the best and noblest citizens might be made,
from which could be bred societies of a higher
and nobler type than anything heretofore
found on earth. This process of directly im-
proving by governmental action the stock of a
community is something that our type of civili-
zation will not, at the present time at any rate,
seriously consider. Popular as is becoming
much of our talk about "Eugenics," we be-
lieve too strongly in the principle of individual
choice to permit government direction. We
prefer to trust to natural inclination and in-
dividual common sense to bring about good
results rather than to leave matters so impor-
tant to governmental action.

On the other hand, we must recognize that
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